
ST. LEO SCHOOL:  
 

A CLASSICAL ACADEMY 

“There are a lot of 

schools that are  

Catholic, and there are 

a lot of schools that 

are classical, but when 

you bring the two  

together for a  

seamless education, 

that’s what makes us 

truly unique for this 

part of Pennsylvania.” 

- Lynne Kucenski 

St. Leo School Principal 

The transition of St. Leo School 
St. Leo School is growing. In recent years, enrollment has increased 40 percent 

due to strong parish support, families who are committed to Catholic education, 

and a complete relaunch of the school’s curriculum. Today, St. Leo School is the 

only Catholic classical academy between Buffalo and Pittsburgh. What follows is 

an effort to share what is new and wonderful about our school. 

What is a classical academy? 
A classical academy offers something special. Elk County is blessed with excellent 

public schools. Other Catholic elementary schools close to Ridgway offer a quality 

education. So after extensive research, and in careful consideration of what makes 

St. Leo unique, we decided to embrace the classical model and offer something 

truly exceptional. The classical school is marked by: 

 Incorporating faith formation into every class: Christianity is woven into 

every class, every day. Our faith impacts how we study history, how we read 

literature, and how we treat each other. It guides everything we do. 

 Embracing the Great Books: St. Leo teaches children to love and  

understand the best that the human mind has ever produced. Our school  

materials are drawn from classic literature, poetry and scripture. Our children 

encounter greatness.  

 Teaching a logical timeline: We begin with ancient Greece in first grade, 

then run through ancient Rome in second and work our way up through  

American history in grade five. We revisit the same timeline in grades 6-8, 

teaching the same material in a more intensive way for the middle school mind. 

 Teaching across the curriculum: At St. Leo, history, literature and  

theology follow the same timeline. We read American literature when we are 

studying the Civil War. We read Roman literature when we are studying Rome.  

 Respecting children’s developmental stages: Children are not just small 

adults. When they are very young, they are like sponges, sucking up  

information and storing it away. We take advantage of this by filling them with 

great literature and crucial math facts early on. They recite great poetry and 

scripture, and they memorize their times tables. Later, when they are more able 

to reason, we show them how they can play and work with the knowledge they 

have gained. 

 Teaching Latin: Latin is the language of the church, and for many years 

served as a common course offering, even in public schools. Many elite private 

schools never stopped teaching it. It serves as an excellent pathway for the  

acquisition of modern languages later in the students’ coursework. There is not 

another course of study more strongly associated with increased SAT scores.  
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What’s next? 
 

The administration, faculty, 

staff and students at St. Leo 

appreciate all of your  

support. Next Sunday, as 

Catholic Schools Week  

concludes, a team from the 

school will be at Masses to 

share news of the final  

element of our reinvention. 

Do classical schools succeed? 
The classical model is experiencing a major revival across the country, with 

groups like the Institute for Classical Liberal Education, the Circe Institute and the 

American Association of Classical Christian Schools leading the way. Some  

examples of schools modeling this curriculum include: 

 Saint Jerome Academy - This school, just outside of Washington, DC, 

was one of several diocesan schools placed on a watch list for closure in 2009. 

It became one of the first diocesan schools in the country to reinvent as a  

classical academy. Today, they have a wait list in every grade, and last year 

announced a major expansion. All of the other schools on the watch list are 

now closed. The St. Leo educational plan strongly reflects the one designed  

for St. Jerome.  

 Last year, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops hired the former  

principal of St. Jerome Academy to serve as the Director of the Secretariat 

of Catholic Education for the entire United States. Ms. Donoghue was and 

continues to be instrumental in the curriculum transformation at St. Leo, 

even traveling to Ridgway for in-person training.  

 Aquinas Academy -  This Pittsburgh-based classical academy launched 

with just six students in 1996. Today, it has more than 400 students K-12,  

despite competing with some of the best public, independent and Catholic 

schools in the state. It regularly boasts the highest SAT scores in the  

Pittsburgh area, and has also had several graduates enter the seminary.  

 

Will my child be prepared academically? 

At St. Leo, our curriculum is relatively unconcerned with Common Core. We do 

meet or exceed all standards, if sometimes taking them in different order.  

There is less focus on standardized testing, although we do take the national  

Terra Nova exams (like other schools in the Diocese of Erie) and our students 

score very well. 

Students from St. Leo who attend Elk County Catholic High School are also well 

represented on ECC’s honor roll, the National Honor Society, and in the wide  

array of AP courses that are offered.  

Nationally, classically educated students perform extremely well on the SATs. 

Graduates from the 57 schools that comprise the Association of Classical  

Christian Schools recently had an average SAT math/verbal score of 1196. This 

was higher than the national public school average (987), the national average 

(1006), and even the average for private, independent schools (1111). 

The best way to improve standardized test scores is to teach students to 

read and love challenging books, and to teach them to have strong  

computational skills along with a deep understanding of math and science. 

Learning more is the best test prep.  

2019-2020 St. Leo School Registration 
 

St. Leo School will host two registration sessions for their  
preschool and kindergarten programs for the 2019-2020 school year: 

 

February 3 from 11:15 a.m. - 1 p.m.    |    February 4 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
 

These sessions will take place in the preschool building. 
 

Please be sure to bring your child’s birth certificate and immunization records. 
 

Come be a part of the St. Leo School family!  


