
ELK COUNTY CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Fall Business Meeting 

October 16, 2012 

 

The Elk County Catholic High School Alumni Association held its annual Fall Business meeting on Tuesday, October 16, 

2012, at 7:00 pm in the school conference room. The following were in attendance: 

 

 President:    Dawn Salter  ‘90 

 Vice-President:    Jackie LeGrys  ‘91 

 Secretary:    Danielle Fledderman ‘91 

 Treasurer:    Kelly Breindel  ‘89 

 

 Director of Advancement:  Mary S. Meyer  ‘65 

 Director of Communications:  Lindsey Straub  ‘02 

 Database Manager and  

 Special Event Coordinator:  Franchesca Stubber ‘05 

 

 Other alumni present include:  Midge Lenze  ‘47 

      Betty Gornati  ‘51 

      Aggie Schade  ‘52 

      Eileen Erich  ‘55 

      E. Carleen Koch  ‘56 

      Betsy Roberts  ‘61 

      Mike Buchheit  ‘88 

 

I. Opening Prayer 

President Dawn Salter opened the meeting at 7:05 pm with the reading of the Alumni Prayer.  

 

II. Review of Minutes/Correspondence 

Copies of the minutes from the Spring Business meeting had been sent to all class representatives prior to the meeting. 

A motion was made to approve the minutes by Aggie Schade and seconded by Carleen Koch. The motion was 

approved. There was no correspondence. 

 

III. Director of Advancement Remarks 

Mary Meyer, Director of Advancement, passed along Fr. Michael’s appreciation of the efforts of the Alumni 

Association. 



Next, Mary spent time discussing alumni related income and expenses and again explained there is no longer an 

Alumni Association checking account. All ancillary accounts have been absorbed by the Advancement office. Mary then 

sought approval of the report. Betsy Roberts offered a first motion, followed by Aggie Schade with a second. 

Mary then addressed the class representative and database update. She stated that there are class representatives for 

the years of 1942-2006. She explained how the Advancement office is still working on merging two databases. This 

past summer, the office was granted a worker by the Stackpole Hall Foundation whose duties included entering 

records of parishioners from the three St. Marys parishes, purging deceased records, eliminating duplicates and editing 

the business database. 

The next topic was the class gift suggestion list. There has been no recent solicitation of class gifts.  However, working 

with the three principals and the technology team,  Mary  compiled a wish list that could be distributed  to classes 

seeking to give a gift. The Class of 1977 is working on their gift, an ambo for the chapel. The Classes of ’62 and ’49 also 

sent gifts. The classes ending in the number “3” and “8” will be contacted regarding a possible class gift. 

Mary stated that the annual giving report will be mailed the week of October 22 to approximately 7,000 recipients. It 

will be 20 pages in length. The ECCSS Fund mailing will go out the following week. 

Next, Mary was asked about still donating $500 from the Alumni Association’s budget to the annual business appeal. It 

was stated that having our name in the booklet was beneficial in showing our support. There was discussion of it 

simply being an internal transfer inside the Advancement office. A motion was made to make this donation to the 

business appeal by Aggie Schade with a second by Midge Fritz. 

Lastly, Mary asked all in attendance to “keep your antennas up” and aid in the school’s ability to reach out to and 

recruit new students. She added that more marketing is to come. 

 

IV. Review of Events 

50th Anniversary Celebration 

Frankie Stubber gave a review of all happenings of the weekend. She also described the events held on the actual 

anniversary date of September 10 with Mass being celebrated by Bishop Trautman, followed by the rededication of 

the school, the newly planted tree at the school and the time capsule. Her feeling was that the monies used for the 

celebration were well-spent with some of the items left over to be used at various events throughout this school year, 

including at the gala. A discussion ensued on the communication and publicity for the 50th Anniversary events. Kelly 

Breindel mentioned that she heard from many that they were not aware of the events. Mary relayed that she felt the 

celebration being held at the beginning of the school year made it difficult to get the word out and that it would have 

been quite costly to send another mailing out regarding the events. All things considered, the celebration was 

successful. 

Golden Grads Dinner 

Kelly Breindel presented her report on this year’s Golden Grads dinner. She first questioned as to whether we will be 

providing refunds to those who signed up but did not attend. It was decided to adhere to the same policy as in past 

years of not providing refunds unless a Golden Grad cancelled in time to cancel the dinner from the caterer; although 

Kelly wondered if that was the best policy considering many of the attendees are on a fixed income.  A $300 donation 



to Veronica Chicola was agreed upon for the desserts, flowers, and Veronica’s and her husband’s time and dedication. 

Next year we will only purchase 1/8 keg of beer and extra cases as much beer did not go. Much discussion was then 

held about the meal questioning whether to stay with Mary Simons as caterer. We will put the meal out for bid again 

with possible varied dinner selections as well. Frankie and Lindsey will send thank you notes to all the servers with the 

hopes of also gaining a few more servers for next year. 

V. Topics of Discussion 

2013 Spirit Night 

Dawn stated she will choose a date when the boys’ basketball schedule is made available. A meeting will be held after 

Thanksgiving for anyone interested in being on this committee. A suggestion was made for a new game at halftime 

with more actual alumni involvement. 

2013 Alumni Pinning 

This topic was one of much concern and review after Mary Meyer shared that the school’s administration has decided 

to change the graduation procedure as well as the events leading up to graduation. The plan is to have a mass, alumni 

pinning, awards, and a social on the evening of Wednesday, May 22, 2013 to allow for more family and friends to 

attend. Then, only the graduation ceremony would be held on Sunday, May 26, 2013. The main concern is that if this 

event is held outside of the school day that it will be hard to get the concept of being an ECC alumnus across to the 

underclassmen.  Also of concern was the length of Wednesday evening’s proceedings. One reason why the change is 

being made is the difficulty to fit the alumni pinning in so close to the end of the school year when final testing is 

occurring. A suggestion of moving it up in May was made. Mary will present our concerns to Fr. Michael as this is one 

of only three events that our Alumni Association holds. Lastly in regards to this topic, the gift to the seniors was also 

reviewed. Thoughts included whether the Dr. Seuss book typically given was useful, would a different gift be better, or 

if a gift was necessary at all. A motion was made by Aggie Schade to present the new alumni with blankets and the 

pinners with a mug. Midge Fritz seconded the motion. The Advancement office personnel will work on the gift project. 

A special meeting will be held for alumni pinning planning once specific graduation details are made known by the 

school’s administration. 

 

VI. Next Meeting and Adjournment 

It was suggested that the May 2013 business meeting be held after all of the graduation activities to give the Alumni 

Association the opportunity to discuss the changes that were made to those activities including the alumni pinning. 

Carleen Koch made a motion for the meeting to be held on Tuesday, May 28, 2013 at 7:00 pm. Eileen Erich offered a 

second on the motion. 

Dawn closed the meeting at approximately 8:40 pm with a prayer. 

 

 

 


